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Mars Hill member Royden Lepp will be teaching a seminar 
at the annual Trumeau Arts Conference, this month at the 
West Seattle Campus (see page 12). 
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A Welcome To First-time Readers 


Published on the first Sunday of every month, Vox Pop is the “voice of the people” known as Mars Hill Church. Mars Hill 
is a church based in the greater Seattle area. Weekly Sunday gatherings are in Shoreline, Ballard, and West Seattle. 
Events, activities, and small groups meet throughout the week. If you visit us on a Sunday, stop by the Information Desk 
for a casual introduction to our church community. For more information, teaching, music, and more, visit our website at 
www.marshillchurch.org. And check out Vox Pop Online (marshillchurch.org/voxpop) for more articles and content. 





“Once more unto the Breach...” 


Charging into the Fall 


By Pastor James Harleman 





This may be the first time many of you read Vox Pop. 
In fact, this may be one of your first encounters with Mars 
Hill Church. This is an amazing season of celebration and 
opportunity and the perfect time to investigate who we are 
and why we gather to celebrate our Lord Jesus. Nothing 
is the same at Mars Hill — except Jesus; this week will see 
the kickoff of new services, a new public website, a new 
sermon series, new midweek teaching, and more events 
than ever spread across multiple campuses. 

This month, our church celebrates its tenth anniver- 
sary. When | first came to Mars Hill Church, it was a little 
gothic service in the U-District with about a hundred in 
attendance. | chatted with a few people, got the lay of the 
land, and began to figure out Mars Hill’s culture, theology, 
and community. Now - arriving at one of seven services in 
three locations — even with the best hospitality one needs 
a roadmap to navigate our landscape. You can cruise this 
magazine, swim through the website, check out random 
events, but really... where do you go from here? 

Our Shoreline and Ballard campuses start midweek 
programming this Tuesday and Wednesday, respectively. 
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Options include the Gospel Class, which is a perfect place 
to find out who we are, what we believe, and what it means 
to be a member of our church. We invite and encourage 
all newcomers to attend this forum in order to assess their 
faith and what Mars Hill Church teaches (West Seattle’s 
goal is to have a Gospel Class in January, though people 
attending that campus are welcome to join us in Ballard or 
Shoreline as able this fall). Community Groups are the best 
place to meet people, make friends, and dialogue about 
our church community. Case in point: Vox Pop’s own Tera 
Miller. Read her story on page 7. 

We've also printed a lot of invitations to our fall series, 
Vintage Jesus (see page 4). Take as many postcards you'll 
need; hand them out or mail them to friends, family, co- 
workers, or neighbors so they can join us. Our hope this 
season Is that a lot of new people will experience Jesus for 
the first time and take a long, hard look at what implications 
this has for their lives. It’s one of the main reasons why Mars 
Hill Church (and Vox Pop) exists. 1% 


mars hill | women’s ministry presents: 


f= Sogn 


A morning of teaching for 
single, divorced, and 
widowed women over thirty. 


Ye 





Saturday Nov. 4th 

10 a.m. in the Paradox 

For women only 

Please RSVP at marshillchurch.org 


Kids’ Kore & More 


Big Changes for Little People: The Developing Face of Mars Hill Children’s Ministry 


By Josh Wall 





Transition: it’s all we ever hear about around Mars Hill 
these days—and by “these days” | mean the last 10 years. 
Every week more and more people are coming to Christ 
and connecting into the Mars Hill body, leaving us in a 
perpetual state of change to accommodate—and gladly so. 
The accommodations, however, entail more than packing 
additional three-foot-tall chairs into the main auditorium for 
Sunday worship services. Expansion to hold the growing 
Mars Hill community also includes the acquisition of dozens 
of one-and-a-half-foot-tall chairs to put into little rooms for 
little bottoms. 

Just as the developing Mars Hill vision spells constant 
change for adults and teens, our children have to roll with the 
punches as well. | recently spoke with Mars Hill deacon and 
director of Children’s Ministry at Shoreline, Dave Lilleness, 
about the upcoming shifts for the church's ministry to the 
small-fries. The majority of the changes for this fall quarter 
are going to appear in the midweek service, the greatest 
of these being the program’s new name. Yes, that’s right, 
Jericho Junction will be no more; in its place, October will 
see the initiation of Kid’s Kore (the little-folk equivalent of the 
midweek Capstone CORE classes for adults). 

Why the change? Dave explained to me that one of the 
shortcomings of the Jericho Junction program was its skits; 
they were often overly focused on work-centered legalism at 
the expense of grace and faith-based righteousness. Though 
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most four-year-olds can’t even pronounce words like justifica- 
tion, anyone having dealt with kids can attest that they retain 
far more of what is demonstrated for them than we would 
probably like. It only seems fitting to utilize that retention to 
train our kids to understand the transforming grace of the 
Lord, which the new Caraway Street dramas better convey. 

Also in the new plan, Pastor Dick McKinley has de- 
cided that every other week, the kids will take a break from 
Caraway Street and it’s more active, tactile teaching style 
to head back to the classroom for a concentrated time of 
Scripture study, memorization, and quizzing. Now | realize 
that even to many adult readers that sounds tortuous, but 
no two people—children included—learn exactly the same 
way. For that very reason, this change-up has been pitched 
to allow different kids to absorb knowledge of the Lord in a 
way that makes sense to them. Some kids just take better to 
books, lectures, discussions, and quizzes. Maybe they have 
the gift of knowledge, maybe they’re just geeks, but whatever 
the case, It’s the responsibility of the church to feed them as 
best we can. 

Even with these new structures in place, however, it’s 
impossible to adequately serve our miniature congregants 
without servants. As Dave put it, the drum for help in the 
Children’s Ministry is constantly being beat, but it’s an impor- 
tant tune; the fact that we have more kids than we have adults 
to love on them is just reality. Apparently, in recent weeks at 
Shoreline, Dave has actually had to turn parents and their 
children away because there was not enough help to take 





care of the massive influx of little people. It only got worse 
on one occasion, when he was confronted with a family who 
had never previously been to Mars Hill and for whose kids he 
had no room because he was so shorthanded. Fortunately, 
a Mars Hill staff member was willing to take his kids out of 
Children’s Ministry to free up space for the newcomers. 

And the other campuses aren't much better off. West 
Seattle, to date, has a mere five volunteers in the Children’s 
Ministry, and Ballard is consistently losing help as members 
willingly depart to lend a hand at the other campuses. At 
midweek services and Sunday services, teachers, helpers, 
actors, directors, and baby wranglers are in high demand. 

As God continues to bless Mars Hill with ever-increas- 
ing numbers of brothers and sisters, those of us who are 
tall have to look down and remember that the little ones 
need our attention as well. Jesus adores children and keeps 
blessing our body with more of them (at an alarming rate). 
As a volunteer myself, | can say that Pastor Dick McKinley 
and his team have done an amazing job of accommodating 
for, teaching, and loving our kids. Between the ever-adapt- 
ing structure and, more importantly, the powerful love of the 
Holy Spirit, this ministry will persist in supplementing Pastor 
Dad and Pastor Mom as long as there are hands and feet to 
fuel it. x 


OCT 


MHC | ballard 


north of the ballard bridge — 
1401 nw leary way 


sunday services — 9 am, 11 am, 5pm, & 
7 pm (no childcare during the 7 pm) 


tuesdays 7 am — men’s prayer 


wednesdays 7 pm - gospel class, cap- 
stone, kids’ kore, proxy student ministry 


saturdays 10 am - breakfast club (eat & 
help prepare the building for sunday) 


10/5, 7 pm — derek webb concert 


10/20, 7 pm - story of the dead sea scrolls : 
, building at 7551 35th Avenue SW. 


11/4, 10 am - maturity in singleness (for 
women ages 30+) 


11/17, 7 pm - film & theology presents 
thank you for smoking (rated R) 


MHC | west seattle 


_ chief sealth high school ~ 
: 2600 sw thistle st 
: sunday service — 10:30 am 


, saturdays 9 am* — breakfast club (come 
_ enjoy a tasty breakfast and help with the 
_ building project) 


, 10/27-28* — dangerous beauty: trumeau 
| arts conference (www.trumeau.net) 


: 11/10, 7 pm* — film & theology presents 
_ x-men: the last stand (rated PG-13) 


“Event takes place at the Mars Hill 


MHC | shoreline 

: schirmer auditorium (crista) — 
TOReEen Oey e am Taoist 
sunday services - 9:15 am & 11:15 am 

: tuesdays 7 pm - gospel class, capstone, 
_ kids’ kore, proxy student ministry 

: 10/22, 1 pm — greece/israel trip info 

: meeting in the reimer library (in the crista 

3 ministries administration building) 


: 11/24, 7 pm - film & theology presents 
: pride & prejudice (rated PG) 


and more... 
: |.. activities, events, etc. that you 
_ should Know about 


: Oct. 6-7 — missions fest at northshore 
_ baptist church (missionsfestseattle.org) 


: Oct. 27 — proxy student ministries bowling 
: party at spin alley (marshillchurch.org/proxy) 














support groups 
designed to kindly, carefully, and firmly 
bring about a new way of life in Jesus. 
If addiction, abuse, homosexuality, 
unplanned pregnancy, or other trying 
circumstances are a part of your life, 
email care@marshillchurch.org for a 
complete list of groups or call (206) 
706-4892 for more info. 
































Your one stop shop for all Mars Hill content and information: marshillchurch.org/feeds. Subscribe to our weekly email and various rss feeds (podcasts, vodcasts, and blogs). 
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MARS HILL CELEBRATES TEN 
YEARS BY STUDYING THE 
LIFE, MINISTRY, AND DEITY 
OF THE SAVIOR 





“HE IS CLOTHED IN A ROBE 
DIPPED IN BLOOD...ON HIS THIGH 
HE HAS A NAME WRITTEN, KING OF 
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VINTAGE JESUS 
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By Pastor Mark Driscoll mam 


Jesus was born in a small town to a poor, unmarried 
teen mother roughly 2,000 years ago. He was adopted by 
Joseph, a simple carpenter, and spent the first thirty years of 
His life in obscurity, swinging a hammer with His dad. 

Around the age of thirty, Jesus began a public ministry 
that included preaching, healing the sick, feeding the hungry, 
and befriending people who were marginalized because 
they were perverts, drunks, thieves, and such. Jesus’ ministry 
spanned only three short years before He was put to death 
for declaring Himself to be God. He died by shameful cruci- 
fixion like tens of thousands of people had before Him. 

Curiously, His résumé is rather simple. He never trav- 
eled more than a few hundred miles from His home. He never 
held a political office, never wrote a book, never married, 
never attended college, and never visited a big city. He died 
homeless and poor. 

Yet He is the most famous person in all of human history. 
More songs have been sung about Him, artwork painted of 
Him, and books written about Him than anyone who has ever 
lived. Furthermore, billions of people from the nations of the 
earth worship Him as God. Even unbelievers are constantly 
reminded of His influence since we measure time around His 


GE 


life. Our calendar is divided into the years before and after 
His birth, which are noted as BC (“before Christ”) and AD 
(anno Domini, meaning “in the year of the Lord”). 

No army, nation, or person has changed human history 
to the degree that Jesus the homeless man has. The symbol 
for Jesus, the cross, has become the most famous symbol 
in all of history. Even rapper 50 Cent and old-school rocker 
Axl Rose of Guns N’ Roses recently wore one around their 
necks at the MTV Video Music Awards. Jesus has become a 
part of American fashion. 

Every year, the media is filled with discussions about 
Jesus. Musicians like Kanye West cannot help but sing about 
Jesus even if they do not worship Him as God. Mel Gibson’s 
movie The Passion of the Christ set a single-day box office 
record. No one is hotter than Jesus — even 2,000 years after 
He walked the earth. Even the mundane magazine Popular 
Mechanics had a cover story titled “The Real Face of Jesus” 
a few years back in which they attempted to determine what 
Jesus really looked like (complete with short hair, unlike the 
myth that he had long hair). 

People tell us all sorts of things about Jesus. He was 
rich. He was poor. He was black. He was white. He was God 
and not God. He was a liar who told the truth, born of a virgin 
who was a tramp. He rose from the dead or else escaped 
death to shack up with His girlfriend. Even within Christianity, 
a goofy trend recasts Jesus and the faith; apparently, a new 
kind of Christian has emerged. 

Therefore, it only seems right that we spend some time 
at Mars Hill hammering out some rigorous answers to the 
twelve most common questions about Jesus. The Sunday 








sermons will include video interviews about Jesus with 
everyone from a Jewish Rabbi to Christian worship leader 
David Crowder to Thrice band frontman Dustin Kensrue to 
Hempfest at potheads (who | interviewed while wearing my 
“Jesus is watching you smoke that weed!” t-shirt). In conjunc- 
tion with each sermon, | will be modeling a goofy Jesus t-shirt 
to provide a few additional laughs. 

Of course, the entire series will be available free of 
charge as both high-def vodcast and audio podcast at www. 
marshillchurch.org and iTunes. When it is all done, the series 
will also be published as a book titled Vintage Jesus. wi 


Go to page 19 for a complete schedule of Pastor Mark’s 
Vintage Jesus series. 
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IT SEEMS THAT EVERYONE JOSEPH SMITH: ‘Mormonism is the pure doctrine 
HAS AN OPINION OF JESUS. of Jesus Christ; of which | myself am not ashamed.” 


THE FOLLOWING QUOTES MALCOLM X: “All white people who have studied 
ARE A SMATTERING OF history and geography know that Christ was a black man. Only 
WHAT GREAT FIGURES IN the poor, brainwashed American Negro has been made to 


believe that Christ was white, to maneuver him into worshiping 


HUMAN HISTORY HAVE SAID sto white man.” 


ABOUT JESUS: 
JOHN LENNON SE ‘christianity will go. It will vanish and 
shrink. | needn't argue with that; I’m right and | will be proved 
right. We're more popular than Jesus now; | don’t know which 
will go first—rock and roll or Christianity. 


JEAN-JACQUES ROUSSEAU: ‘socrates 


eo 2 l died like a philosopher; Jesus Christ died like a God.” 






J ADOLF HITLER: “n boundless love as a Christian and 

| _ /aS a man | read through the passage which tells us how the Lord 

' cy Ki vat last rose in His might and seized the scourge to drive out of 

‘dithe Temple the brood of vipers and adders. How terrific was His 
if i! fight for the world against the Jewish poison.” 


MRNA w 


CARLOS MENCIA: “You know what, | became more £ 
Christian after | saw the movie [The Da Vinci Code] because, |, 
you know, as a Christian, | was like, you know, Jesus died for our 
sins he suffered. But now that | know that he’s married, I’m like, 
wow, did he really suffer. Poor guy.” 
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KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS.” LARRY KING: Larry King was once asked who he 


would most want to interview if he could choose anyone from 
all of history. He said, “Jesus Christ.” The questioner said, 
“And what would you like to ask Him?” King replied, “I would 
like to ask Him if He was indeed virgin-born. The answer to 
that question would define history for me.” 


FRIEDRICH NI ETZSCH E “Jesus died too soon. If 


he had lived to my age he would have repudiated his doctrine.” 


OPRAH WI N FREY: “There couldn't possibly be 


just one way . . .” [Lady in the audience: “What about Jesus?”] 
“What about Jesus? .. . Does God care about your heart or 
does God care about if you call his son Jesus?” 


H. G. WELLS: “I am a historian, | am not a believer, but 


| must confess as a historian that this penniless preacher from 
Nazareth is irrevocably the very center of history. Jesus Christ is 
easily the most dominant figure in all history.” 


MARK TWAI N: “If Christ were here now there is one 


thing he would not be—a Christian.” 


MAHATMA GANDHI: “ cannot say that Jesus was 


uniquely divine. He was as much God as Krishna, or Rama, or 
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Health Care Ministry New Health Care Ministry hopes to provide education and treatment for those in need 


Business-Minded Volunteers 


The ministry is currently working on the details of its By Mora Bugler% Deenne Brow 





to offer help, bringing her experience at Microsoft and in 


business plan to lay the framework for this ministry. A Need for Health Care health education. 
Short and long-term volunteers with business and Economic disparity in Seattle has led to rising numbers The call to start this ministry became apparent as 
administrative experience are needed. of the medically uninsured and underinsured. Groups dispro- people came forward expressing their desire to use their 
Othervoliniesis portionately represented among the uninsured include col- health care backgrounds to serve the body. At the same 
l lege-age students, Hispanics, Native Americans and those time, Support Group and prayer team leaders expressed a 
Fundraisers, event planners, IT and computer as 
. who are working in construction, retail, for small employers, need for a place to refer members and attendees seeking 
programmers, grant writers, bookkeepers, general , ) . i noe 
or who are self-employed. At Mars Hill a large proportion of health Care Services. The Health Care Ministry, still in its 
contractors, mental health counselors, and schedule ; S : 
. our church body potentially falls in one of these groups. infancy, already has fifty-five people ready to help, including 
and volunteer coordinators. . are 
Safety-net clinics — government, private, and non- pharmacists, health educators, dieticians, and nurses. But 
Financial Support profit clinics — operate to help those who otherwise can’t these volunteers cannot go to work until more people with 
Donors to help with the initial start up costs for a afford to go to the doctor. Locally, most clinics espouse business and administration skills join the ministry and help 
location, equipment, and other necessities. Eastern or secular philosophies, but few offer distinctly the team navigate legal and logistical obstacles. 


Christian care. And, although hospitals and health services 
historically evolved from Christian institutions or move- 
ments, many health care professionals now work in environ- 
ments that restrict their ability to integrate Christian healing 
ministry into their care. “Health care should be approached 
in a holistic manner dealing with the relational, emotional, 
Prayer and spiritual factors contributing to a person’s illness,” said 
Deonne Brown, member of Mars Hill and the Health Care 
Ministry team. 


The Vision 

Ultimately, the Health Care Ministry expects to unfold in 
stages, as God enables. Initial plans include health seminars 
on subjects like understanding insurance coverage, and ways 
to care for your health through prevention. One long-term 
dream is to open a small primary care health center to serve 
Mars Hill members and the community. In addition, such a 
center might become a training site for future Christian health 


Space for Clinic 

We need a minimum of 1,000 square feet (although 
3 to 6,000 square feet is preferred) with a private 
entrance, waiting area, at least two exam rooms, and 
office space. 


To volunteer or request information, email 











health@marshillchurch.org professionals and a launching point for overseas outreach. 
Mars Hill Members Respond God is opening many doors and the team is praying 
This is where the burgeoning health care ministry desires for more opportunities in the future. To offer your expertise, 
to play a role. The first seeds for this ministry were planted please email health@marshillchurch.org. If you feel a burden 
Who are the uninsured in almost four years ago when Deonne began conducting for this ministry, but can’t volunteer your time, we ask that you 
a research for such a concept. During the past year, it became lift our efforts up in prayer. As it says in Romans 12:12-13, 
Washington state? apparent that God had been placing a similar idea on the “Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer. Share 
hearts of Mars Hill members Tasha McElravy and Heather with God's people who are in need. Practice hospitality.” 1% 
79% work or live in a working family Landsberger, whose introduction at a friend’s party “really 

felt God appointed,” said Tasha. Be looking for the upcoming online survey, which will help 
75% have been uninsured for over a year Deonne connected with Tasha through a former patient us better determine the health needs and preferences of the 

and plans started rolling. Recently, Mars Hill member Moira Mars Hill community! 


64% are low income ($40,000 or less annually 


for a family of four) Bugler joined Deonne, Tasha and Heather on the core team 


45% are between the ages of 19 and 34. x? <7 p Dee a = oe . 


35% live in self-employed families OF J ee s 


ami 
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20% are children 


7 written. REGISTRATION IS ALREADY OPEN FOR THE ISRAEL TRIP (SEPT. 4-13). 


+ 
iE 


x =- n 


i Go TO WWW.ULTIMATEJOURNEYSTRAVEL.COM/MARSHILL TO 


rE » READ ABOUT THE TRIPS, LOOK AT PICTURES, AND SIGN UP 
: (DISCOUNT AVAILABLE FOR THOSE WHO REGISTER EARLY). 
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I gave my life to lesus, non what? 


The Struggles of a New Christian 


By Tera L. Miller 





It was June 2004. | had only attended Mars Hill Church 
for two weeks when | found myself walking into the doors of 
the Mars Hill women’s retreat, not knowing a single person. 
My life at the time was a complete mess, filled with darkness 
and sin, yet I felt a tugging at my heart to change. 

That retreat, in conjunction with Pastor Mark's sermon 
the following day, revealed that the tugging was God pursu- 
ing me and pulling me into relationship with Him. | left Mars 
Hill that Sunday knowing what | needed to do. | went home, 
fell to my knees and for the first time in my twenty-seven 
years of existence, confessed a lifetime of sin and invited 
Jesus into my heart. 

Then the big question came: now that | just accepted 
Jesus as my personal Lord and Savior, what do | do now? 
| was so lost. | knew maybe two Christians at the time and 
wasn't sure how to ask for help. And with the church being 
so big, | felt like a tiny pebble in the vast Sunday Sea. So | 
heeded Mars Hill’s advice and got plugged into a Community 
Group immediately. 

| found the first name on the list under “Tuesday”, which 
happened to belong to the lead singer of Team Strike Force, 
Luke Abrams, and his lovely wife Jessica. | showed up on 
Tuesday with food in hand. | was a few minutes late, which 
actually proved to be an eternity early. 

You see, the start time at the Abrams’ house was very 
flexible and it was mainly the newbies that ever showed up 
on time. This gave Luke ample time to initiate people with his 
witty humor. 

So there | stood, knocking on the partially open door. | 
could hear music from inside, but there was no answer to my 
knock. | double-checked the address on the house, yep, it 
was right. 

| poked my head inside and said, “Hello?” A young man 
came into sight. He had a surprised look on his face so | 
stepped back and quickly said, “Is this where the Mars Hill 
Community Group is held?” 

He replied with a confused “What?” | think he could 
see the terror forming in my eyes so he swiftly said, “Yes, 
come on in!” And that was the beginning of my weekly dose 
of Luke’s jokes, bantering, and famous puns. 

But Community Group was not only a fun and relaxed 
setting to meet fellow brothers and sisters; it was a place 


where | could witness what it meant to live a Christ-filled life. 

There was a wonderful mix of married and single 
people, young and old (old, that is, for Mars Hill standards!), 
and even a few children running around. In a practical 
sense, Community Group was a model for me as to how to 
incorporate Jesus into my everyday life — in decision-making, 
relationships, and my growth with the Lord. 

Surrounding myself with believers also helped me define 
my new role in old relationships. | still had a whole life outside 
of church that didn’t just disappear when | fell to my knees. 
Choosing to act differently or make decisions that were con- 
trary to my old habits did not necessarily come easy. 

| found that the godly choice was not often popular 
with those that prefer the worldly option. And being the 
people-pleaser that | am, | was constantly reminding myself 
(as | continue to do today), who it is that | should ultimately 
be pleasing. 

Through fellowship and prayer time at the Abrams’ 
house, | was able to share my struggles and gain insight and 
support in a safe place from people that truly loved me. The 
friends | made on Tuesday nights became much more than 
friends. They became my family. A family that protects me, Is 
involved with my growth in the Lord, and speaks into my life 
out of love. 

Will the struggle ever end? Not until | meet Jesus face- 
to-face. The consequences of my sins simply didn’t vanish 
when | confessed and repented of them. Nor will the tempta- 
tion to go back to acting as the world does. With God's 
grace however, | am continually working through things that 
will form me to be the woman He has called me to be. 

Amidst this life-long struggle on earth, | am encouraged 
to know that my eternal family is with me every step of the 
way and will celebrate with me at the feast in heaven. w 


Turn to page 22 for more info about how to join a Mars Hill 
Community Group. 





NEW YEAR EVE 


RED HOT BASH 


Bobby Medina and his Red Hot Band 


www.bobbymedina.com 


After the 7pm service on Sunday, 
2006, Mars Hill's 


Ballard Campus will transform into 


December 31, 


a swinging nightclub. Join the party 
and celebrate the New Year with 
desserts, beverages, live music, 
New York City’s countdown on the 
bigscreen, and a champagne toast 


at midnight. 


Hom 


hallard campus 


ki 


Purchase tickets 
through ticketforce.com 


October 01 2006 VV 


Unplanned Pregnancy 


Mars Hill member Marci Larsen leads from experience in the 
new support group for couples and single women 


By Sarah Grinnell 





It’s a story that pulls at the strings of nearly every 
woman's heart: A young un-wed woman suddenly finds 
her life overshadowed by an unplanned pregnancy. Her life 
seems to come to a standstill. She has no money to support 
her baby, no idea what It’s like to have and raise a child, and 
little to no support from her community. 

Though that woman’s name could be that of many 
young mothers, it’s also the story of Mary, the mother of 
Jesus. In Mary’s case, as a virgin, her unplanned pregnancy 
was quite different from all others. But, as a young woman, 
Mary probably went through the same feelings of denial, fear, 
and maybe even sadness that many women feel when they 
experience an unexpected pregnancy. 

Fortunately, Mary had an older woman to walk beside 
her, to help her rejoice in her pregnancy. After the angel 
came to Mary to deliver the news of her son, Jesus, she 
went to stay with her older cousin, Elizabeth, who, though 
barren for years, had also recently conceived. In those first 
few months of pregnancy, Mary was probably no different 
from any other young expectant mother — she needed to 
be around someone who was joyous about her pregnancy. 
Through Elizabeth, God took care of her, to support her 
through a difficult time. 

Whether a woman is married, single, or dating, an un- 
planned pregnancy can be a terrifying experience to navigate. 
Thats why Mars Hill member Marci Larsen is starting a 
new ministry for women and couples experiencing an un- 
expected pregnancy. She offers confidential, individualized 
service that’s intended to open up the same door Elizabeth 
opened for Mary — a place where women and couples can 
find comfort and hope in crisis. “The church needs to be a 
safe place. We have the care for abortion recovery, we have 
miscarriage support and this is the missing link,” Marci says. 
When a woman or couple first learns they're unexpectedly 
pregnant, there are so many different thoughts and feelings 
that can surface. If those feelings include fear, doubt, regret, 
guilt, and even anger, Marci is there to offer a listening ear 
and, if needed, some practical advice. “I see this ministry as 
being safe place where true feelings can be expressed, even 
if they're negative.” 

Marci developed a compassion for women experienc- 
ing unplanned pregnancies after she and her husband ex- 
perienced one of their own. They were a young couple, just 
out of college, with very little money, and eyes focused on 
their dreams. Then, unexpectedly, she became pregnant. 
Those big dreams were suddenly put on hold for a baby 
they hadn't planned. 

Marci remembers, “We suddenly had to reevaluate 
everything about our life plans.” After a lot of praying the 
perceived crisis transformed into a blessing. “It’s the Lord 
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that changed both of our mindsets and created a love for this 
baby. | started realizing that maybe my hopes and my dreams 
weren't as big as a life that could be created. This could be 
the biggest thing | do with my life.” 

Then, when Marci went in for her ten week check-up, 
the doctor told her she had miscarried. The newly con- 
ceived excitement for her unexpected pregnancy was sud- 
denly replaced by the guilt and sadness of losing a child. 
Through it all, she says, “I gained a great respect for life 
and for the fact that God can work things out in your life. 
Even though you don’t see any direction or hope, God can 
take something really horrible, terrible, and frightening, and 
change it for good.” 

Now, three years later, Marci is using her experience to 
reach out to women who find themselves in the same tough 
corner she once found herself. Over the past year, Marci 
has been volunteering at Birthright, which is an international 
faith-based organization that offers help to women in crisis 
pregnancy situations. “| admire these women who can find 
the strength within them, if they’re Christian, rely on God, 
and stand up to say, ‘I’m keeping this baby.’ It’s an incredibly 
hard thing to do, especially if you’re alone. | have nothing but 
respect for these women, it amazes me.” She sees women of 
all ages come in to get help coping with their fears of going 
through a pregnancy and raising a child. “I think the regular 
person underestimates how hard it is for mothers with an 
unexpected pregnancy.” 

Through her time working with these women and expe- 
riencing an unplanned pregnancy of her own, Marci “really 
feels that God changes lives and uses people at their lowest 
points. | know that these babies can change these mothers. 
I've seen women, who have no goal or purpose in their life 


RESURGENCE 


As another generation comes of age, 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ must resurge... 


theResurgence.com. 


A free online collaborative resource of biblically 
based missional theology for the church in 
today’s culture. 








and are floating around, have these babies and get a pur- 
pose and go back to school and make an exciting thing out 
of their lives because they have a reason and a goal. Also, 
who knows who these babies, these little people, are going 
to turn into.” 

In this new ministry, Marci is offering her time, her friend- 
ship, her prayers, and her knowledge of available resources 
to expectant mothers in need. How does a new mother afford 
housing? Where can she get affordable baby clothes? How 
does she pay for the medical bills? Which doctor should she 
see? Should she keep the baby or put it up for adoption? 
Marci says she’s ready for these questions and she wants 
to reach out to women in need with answers and with love. 
“I’m in it for the long haul. It doesn’t scare me off if people 
need that kind of help. If someone needs a friend to go to the 
doctor, if that will help them get on their feet and show Jesus 
to them, that’s what I’m here to do.” 

Many women and couples experiencing an unplanned 
pregnancy think time is their worst enemy. That’s why Marci’s 
first piece of advice to women and couples is not to “rush 
to a decision. Take your time. You’ve got some time, think it 
through. Look at all your options. And if you're a Christian, 
pray, talk to the Lord, cry out to the Lord and He'll meet you.” 
And if you need some extra help, Marci is here to listen and 
help women and couples “realize that God's love is capable 
to cover it all.” % 


For women and couples who find themselves facing an 
unplanned pregnancy and need some advice, Marci Larsen 
can be contacted through the counseling department of 
Mars Hill: (206) 706-4892 or care@marshillchurch.org. 
Confidentiality respected. 





MARS HILL MEMBERS 


If you’re in debt or need to learn 
how to budget, the Financial 
Coaching Ministry is here to help. 
Email: money@marshillchurch.org 











The Story of the Dead Sea Scrolls 


How has their discovery affected the way we read the Bible today? 





By Andrew Myers 


Last month’s Vox Pop included the story of Dr. Martin 
Abegg, Dead Sea Scrolls scholar extraordinaire, who was 
kind enough to sit down for an interview a few months ago. 
He will be speaking at the Ballard campus this month (Friday, 
October 20). 

The scrolls’ accidental discovery in 1947 was an un- 
precedented windfall. Written and tucked away during the 
pre-Jesus era (200 BC through early first century AD), the 
Dead Sea Scrolls’ content represented the potential to either 
confirm or destroy many essential beliefs of Christianity: Had 
Medieval scribes altered the prophecies to make Jesus look 
better? Did centuries of transcription Compromise basic 
tenets of the faith? How can the Bible be infallible if transla- 
tions contradict themselves? 

These were the sort of questions confronting religious 
scholars and the public at large during the forty years that 
the Dead Sea Scrolls remained a secret. For an entire gen- 
eration, everyone knew that the scrolls existed, but general 
publication stalled while a handful of men enjoyed sole ac- 
cess to the material. 


What took so long? 

As a doctoral student at Hebrew Union University in 
Cincinnati, Dr. Abegg played a key role in publishing the 
Dead Sea Scrolls. Before the floodgates opened back in 
1991, however, the “scrolls cartel” kept the most significant 
archaeological find of the 20th century under the strictest 
supervision, which begs the obvious question: why? 

While patient academics waited a lifetime for their 
chance to see the scrolls with their own eyes, conspiracy 
theorists had a field day. Rumors spread of new prophecies 
and other information that would topple the papacy and 
Christendom itself — the kind of stuff you read about standing 
in line at the grocery store. 

As it turns out, Dr. Abegg explained, what kept the 
scrolls from getting published for so long “was nothing more 
than a bit of scholarly jealousy.” The mindset was “it’s a 
career-maker to have access to this kind of material. And to 
have the responsibility for publishing — no one else can beat 
you to it. You’ve got the scoop on it, basically.” 

Lack of competition coupled with the pressure to pro- 
duce a life-defining project — not to mention the fact that 
It's hard to decipher ancient chicken scratch written on 
thousands of decrepit scraps of dead animal skin — delayed 
publication of the Dead Sea Scrolls. 


The scrolls’ affect on the Bible 

Even though the delayed publication had nothing to do 
with the Pope or aliens, the question remains: do the scrolls 
uphold or undermine the Bible’s credibility? 

Though many versions of the New Testament exist (ver- 
sions written within a century of the events they chronicle), 
before the Dead Sea Scrolls were discovered, the oldest 


Hebrew text dated from AD 1008 (a version of the Masoretic 
Text, see sidebar, known as the “Leningrad Codex”). “The 
scrolls have taken us back over a thousand years. Certainly 
we want to see how the Bible has faired over a thousand 
years of copying,” Dr. Abegg said. 

With the discovery of more copies of the Old Testament, 
scholars had to compare them with existing manuscripts and 
“ask ourselves the hard questions every time we come to 
a variant: Which is the best reading? ... As scribes copy, 
they are not infallible,” Dr. Abegg explained. “Just sit down 
and copy a manuscript and you'll see what kind of errors the 
scribes make — miscopying a letter, transferring a couple of 
letters, leaving out a phrase.” 

This may sound unnerving to Christians who hold the 
Word of God in high regard; the fact that a discovery in 
the 20th century could alter a text that’s supposed to be 
timeless, Dr. Abegg admits, is a prospect that “scares a lot 
of people.” At one point while working on scrolls, the elder 
board at Dr. Abegg’s church called him in to express their 
concern that the work he was doing implied that the Bible 
contained flaws and inaccuracies. 

On the contrary. Out of a love for God and His word, 
faithful men like Martin Abegg have devoted their lives to the 
study, translation, and defense of Scripture. What Dr. Abegg 
has discovered — Dr. Abegg, who has the Dead Sea Scrolls 
on his computer and can read the Scripture in its original 
language — is that the Bible is as true and accurate as ever. 
Comparing the 1,000-year-old Leningrad Codex to the 
2,000-year-old Dead Sea Scrolls, he asks, “Is the reading 
from the scrolls better than the codex? Ninety-five percent of 
the time the answer is ‘no’.” 

In other words, over the course of a millennium — an 
epoch that saw the birth, death, and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ; the rise of Constantine and Christianity; and founding 
of Islam — 95 percent of the Old Testament stayed exactly 
the same. 

Then how have the Dead Sea Scrolls changed the 
Bible? “Most of the readings are pretty small potatoes,” 
admits Dr. Abegg, “but they’re still of interest to us. We want 
the Scripture to be as pristine as possible.” 

The most significant readings speak to the banal nature 
of the Dead Sea Scrolls “controversy.” What Dr. Abegg 
identifies as the most controversial reading, for example, is 1 
Samuel 17:4. In this verse, the Masoretic Text says Goliath 
is over nine feet tall (six cubits), while the Dead Sea Scrolls 
say he was only 6’ 8” or so (four cubits). 

Another example is a verse previously missing from 
the Masoretic Text which reads, interestingly enough, “God 
is faithful in all of his words” (Psalm 145). “Is it going to 
change any theology?” Dr. Abegg asks of these discrepan- 
cies. “Is it going to change how we read? In very small 
ways, but we knew that God was faithful. We can find that 
elsewhere in the Bible.” 





OLD SCHOOL BIBLE 
A brief guide to ancient texts 


Translations of the Old Testament (in 
English and other languages) rely on vari- 
ous ancient texts such as: 


Dead Sea Scrolls (DSS) 


Language: Primarily two dialects of Hebrew 
Recorded: 200 BC - AD 100 

Surviving manuscripts: from 200 BC — AD 100 
Claim to fame: Oldest, most complete Hebrew 
version of the Old Testament. The DSS pre-date the 
advent of Christianity 


Septuagint (LXX) 


Language: Koine (common) Greek 

Recorded: 200 - 1 BC 

Surviving manuscripts: from the 4th century AD 
Relation to DSS: Both manuscripts date from a 
similar pre-Christian epoch, but the Septuagint is 
written in Greek, not Hebrew (the original language 
of the Bible). 


Masoretic Text 


Language: ancient Hebrew 

Recorded: Early AD 

Surviving manuscripts: from c. AD 1008 
Relation to DSS: Surviving manuscript is not old 
enough to be considered super reliable in itself, 
before the discovery of the DSS the Masoretic Text 
was the oldest, most complete Hebrew version of the 
Old Testament. 


Pick up a free copy of the Old Testament and New 
Testament surveys at any Mars Hill campus. These 
booklets provide more information about Scripture, 
translation, and the history of the Bible. 











“The Real Jewel” 

For the average reader, the Dead Sea Scrolls will barely 
affect the Bible as we know it — which should bolster the 
confidence of anyone with a wavering faith in its credibility. 
But 80 percent of the Dead Sea Scrolls aren’t Scripture 
anyway. The “sectarian scrolls” are non-Bible documents 
that include commentaries, hymn books, prayer books, dis- 
cussion of Jewish law, etc. These documents don’t affect 
readings of the Bible, but they provide valuable knowledge 
about the religious and cultural climate of Judea around the 
time of Jesus’ birth. 


(continued: SEE ‘Dead Sea Scrolls’ page 20) 
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THE ORIGINAL CONGREGATION of the West 
Seattle church poses in front of their new building in this 
1920s photo. The building still stands today; it is the oldest 
section of the Mars Hill West Seattle Campus. 


AGREAT CLOUD OF WITNESSES. Seat 


A HISTORY OF THE WEST SEATTLE CAMPUS PART ONE: (192 


By Crystal Griffin 


Editor’s Note: The following is an excerpt from a complete 
historical account that will be published in conjunction with 
the re-opening of the West Seattle Campus’ main facility. 


WEST OF SEATTLE? ISN’T THAT WATER? 

West Seattle 1s Seattle’s oldest neighborhood. ‘The 
first European-American settlers to arrive in Seattle 
landed on Alki Point on November 13, 1851. Both its 
storied past and its geography as a peninsula contribute 
to West Seattle’s cultural independence. West Seattleites 
love West Seattle and possess a very strong sense of 
community. For this reason, Pastor Mark Driscoll 
explains, “Being in a permanent home in West Seattle 
is critical if the people are to be reached for Jesus.” 

This month marks the official launch of our new 
campus, our “permanent home in West Seattle.” But 
Jesus’ work in West Seattle began long before Mars Hill 
came along. The building gifted to us (currently under 
renovation) has a long and colorful history that plays 
out as a testament to the “great cloud of witnesses” 
whose legacy lives on through the continued work of 
the Holy Ghost. This is their story. 


FROM A SMALL HOME BIBLE STUDY... 
The West Seattle church began as a Sunday school 
in the home ofa Mrs. Florence Scott in 1924. When the 
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E.C. Hughes School was built on her property in 1926, 
the Sunday school was moved to Olympic Heights Club 
House on 35th Avenue SW and West Kenyon. (When 
renovations began this past summer, Mars Hill’s West 
Seattle congregation also met temporarily in the same 
building — now Kenyon Hall — almost exactly eighty 
years after the first Sunday School group did.) 

Rev. Lewis was the first in a long line of pastors 
to take the reigns of this congregation. When he 
felt he was no longer able to take responsibility 
for the Sunday school, he turned the flock over to 
Rev. Mark A. Matthews, the pastor of Seattle First 
Presbyterian Church. 

Mark Matthews became a Christian at the age 
of fifteen and was ordained in Georgia when he was 
nineteen. From a young age Matthews’ demonstrated 
a powerful gift of preaching. In the 1950s, a historian 
noted that “the thing that most people seemed to 
remember about Dr. Matthews’ ministry was that the 
gallery was always packed when he preached.” 

In 1902, Matthews left the South to pastor First 
Presbyterian Church in Seattle. The city would 
never be the same. Biographer Dale E. Soden writes, 
“Mark Matthews loved the Pacific Northwest with a 
great passion. Few people voiced their support for the 
region more frequently than did he.” At the time, the 
West Seattle congregation was known as the Olympic 
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Heights Branch of the First Presbyterian Church 
(PCUSA). It was one of the first two branches of the 
flagship First Pres. 

Matthews was a distinguished figure in a 
crowd, standing over six feet five inches tall. When 
he preached, he commanded the crowd. Former 
parishioners remember, “He became very much 
enthused while preaching and his eyes glow[ed] and 
sparkle[d] as he presented] his expressive argument 
for God and Christianity.” 


SEATTLE’S FIRST MEGACHURCH 

Under Matthews’ near-forty years of leadership, 
Seattle First Pres. grew from 1,000 to nearly 9,000 
members. It became the nation’s largest Presbyterian 
Church in 1910, and by 1940 it was the world’s largest 
Presbyterian congregation, with twenty-eight local 
branches (Seattle Metropolitan). 

It was during this time, in 1927, that the West 
Seattle church built their first sanctuary at 7551 35th 
Avenue SW (the same property Mars Hill is currently 
renovating). A commemorative stone remains: “This 
historic building was erected and dedicated by Dr 
Mark Mathews in 1927.” One hopes the good reverend 
just smiled when he noticed the misspelling. 

From the moment he arrived at the beginning of 
the 20th century, Matthews gave his life to preaching 


(continued: SEE ‘West Seattle’ page 20) 


THE MORE THINGS ] “THROUGH THE YEARS, various construction projects 
CHANGE.. “His / ‘ attached more buildings to the original West Seattle church 


outspoken views made ` structure (below, with Romanesque windows), built in 1927. 


Matthews newsworthy; 
his stature made him 
a cartoonist’s delight.” 
(Mark Matthews 
em Papers, Uniersity of 
~ Washington Libraries) 
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GACY 


Mars Hill Church™| West Seattle Campus is officially underway, Sundays 
at 10:30 am at Chief Sealth High School. If youd like to be a part of this 
congregation, email westseattle@marshillchurch.org to find out how to help. 
Regardless of what campus you attend, please pray specifically for: 





ait 


e YOUR CITY, YOUR CHURCH, AND YOUR CHURCH LEADERS 





ew |= e WEST SEATTLE CAMPUS PASTOR BUBBA JENNINGS, HIS WIFE 
-A f SS) SHELLY, AND THEIR BABY BOY JONES. 


e THE MANY HARDWORKING DEACONS AND MEMBERS 
SERVING THE WEST SEATTLE CAMPUS. 











e THE RENOVATION PROJECT AT THE 35TH AVENUE 







MATTHEWS was the BUILDING: SAFETY, PERMITS, FUNDING, AND COMPLETION 
lead pastor at Seattle First Bryan Myss 
Presbyterian from 1902 to Keep up to date with news from the West Seattle Campus by 


i? ae iae - TE me visiting marshillchurch. org/westseattle. 
church became the largest in 
the denomination, with 9,000 
attendants and twenty-eight = 
locations throughout the city, 

including the future Mars Hill 

Church West Seattle Campus. 
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DANGEROUS BEAUTY, 
THE SUBVERSIVE art OF THIS AGE? 


By Daniel Rice 


Tasha and | were looking at paintings and sipping 
coffee in a swank bistro on the rich side of the city. 
It was the typical Seattle-cool thing to do, and it was 
enjoyable, but there was angst in Tasha’s demeanor. 
She was uneasy about the paintings because they were 
beautiful. Not only is it odd for paintings in a restaurant 
to be above mediocre, but they were the exact opposite 
of how she had been trained as an artist. She was 
uneasy because the paintings were done skillfully; she 
was uneasy because art that “looks like art” is not PC 
in some circles of the contemporary art world; and she 
was uneasy because she liked them. 

So there we were, looking at huge, gorgeous, bright, 
acrylic paintings of weird floral objects, and Tasha was 
in distress. She was in a kind of emotional/psychic 
pain. These beautiful objects were causing her pain. | 
wondered: how did we get to such a place in the art 
world that beauty Is the adversary, and artists who work 
to produce beautiful objects are seen as the enemy to 
artistic progress? 

| flashed back to a conversation | had had with 
my dying mother a year before. She had Parkinson’s 
disease, was eighty-five, and was confined to a nursing 
home. It was Mother’s Day. | called at the prearranged 
time, and my elder brother answered his cell. He put 
Mom on the phone. We never knew how such things 
would go because Mom was not always, “there,” if you 
take my meaning. She had fewer and fewer lucid mo- 
ments, so | was hoping she would be with it enough to 
simply know that | was talking to her on the phone. That 
would have been plenty reward for me. However, when 
she got on the phone, she was more than aware it was 
me. She wanted to tell me something. 

Just weeks prior to this call, | had sent her a framed 
picture of a painting |’d done of the resurrected Christ, 
based on a Renaissance painting from an Italian artist 
named Baroccio. | asked Mom if she had received the 
painting — not because | feared she did not, but because 
| wanted to know if it had reached her conscious mind. 
| wanted to know if she was aware of it. | wanted her to 
be aware of it. | wanted it to comfort her. That’s when 
she said the most amazing thing. She said, “Yes, | did. 
Thank you. | love it. Whatever you touch, you make it 
beautiful.” Wow. | have pondered that statement ever 
since. That was the moment when | realized | had been 
waiting to hear those words all my life. 

That was one of the last things my mother ever 
said to me, but they were the sweetest words | have 
ever heard. They were life defining words. They were life 
transforming. It was in that moment that | understood 
how important beauty is. 

Back to the bistro, Tasha and me looking at beauti- 
ful paintings and Tasha perplexed. She had just com- 
pleted her MFA at a prestigious university in the east, 
and was mentally and emotionally weary. She had re- 
ally taken a beating from professors who were extreme 
philosophical deconstructionists. They scolded her for 


(continued: SEE ‘Dangerous Beauty’ page 20) 
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Participants in Mars Hill Arts’ “Artists Reformation Project 
(ARP) hang out in Brian Barber's studio in Pioneer Square. 
In the coming months, Brian and the ARP plan to start hosting 
galleries in the space. (SEE article on next page) 





SECOND ANNUAL 


TRUM EAU conrerence 


OCT. 27 & 28 
WEST SEATTLE CAMPUS 


THEME: Dangerous Beauty 
SPEAKER: Bill Clem 


SPECIAL ARTIST/GUEST LECTURERS: 


Juliette Aristides, Royden Lepp, Joanna 
Roddy, Dave Kragen and 
Daniel Rice 


TICKETS: Public - $40 advance or $49 at 
the door; Students — $24 advanced or $30 at 
the door (purchase tickets at www.trumeau.net) 


An Art Gallery will display works of con- 
temporary artists working in varieties of 
medias and styles. 


LECTURES WILL INCLUDE: Creative 
processes, internal and external; Classical 
Drawing Atelier; Comics, Graphic Novels, 
and Art for Electronic Games; Supporting 
the Artists in Our Midst; Thought Provoking 
Women Writers of Spiritual Non-fiction - a 
look at Annie Dillard, Anne Lamott, and 
Kathleen Norris. 


“At What Cost” Brian Barber 


David Taylor 


(Above) “Where Did | Come From” Brian Barber 


(Below) “Alone” David Taylor 











HEARTISTS REFORMATION PROJECT 
ano THERENAISSANCE o MARS HILL ARTS 


By Matt Johnson 


It was back in the fall of 1996 and |’d heard 
of Mars Hill Church through a friend of a friend. 
I'd read a copy of the church’s mission statement 
and, aside from the “Generation X” label being 
dropped a little too liberally, it sounded like Mars 
Hill had a cool thing going. 

| don’t remember all of the details of my 
first visit but a few things stood out. First, the 
music wasn’t particularly memorable that night 
but to the band’s credit they had written their own 
songs. Second, huge candelabras throughout the 
sanctuary and low lighting were definitely a check 
plus in the aesthetics category—especially for a 
non-Catholic church. Third—and lII never forget 
this—the stocky, raspy voiced guy preaching was 
quoting Francis Schaeffer verbatim. lve been at- 
tending Mars Hill ever since. 

And who in the world is Francis Schaeffer? 
Well | could sing Schaeffer’s praise through this 
entire article. But in a nutshell, Schaeffer wrote 
some highly influential theological treatises on 
the arts from a Christian worldview. These writ- 
ings were very encouraging to me in the nineties 
during my disgruntled evangelical rock drummer 
phase. So hearing Schaeffer’s name dropped at 
Mars Hill was, to me, pure gold. 

A lot of years have passed since then, and 
Mars Hill has gone through a lot of changes. But 
Since that fateful sermon I’ve been privileged to be 
a part of a worship band that is given very liberal 
creative license. lve seen The Paradox serve as 
an amazing outreach and show of support for the 
local music scene. I’ve been continually amazed 
by our aesthetics team that has always gone the 
extra mile to make our meeting spaces nice to be 
in. lve enjoyed Mars Hill artists’ work in the foyer. 
And even Vox Pop has been an outlet for those 
gifted with the talent of the written word. 

Through each stage of development, Mars Hill 
member, longtime Team Strike Force bass player, 
and former Paradox booking guru Jeff Bettger 
and his wife Teresa have been a huge part of sup- 
porting the creative endeavors of the Mars Hill 
community. A few short years ago, Bettger and 
Pastor Bubba Jennings (along with a small group 
of artists, designers, writers, and musicians) 
dreamed of developing an artist collective called 
the Artists Reformation Project. Unfortunately the 
project was denied non-profit status and never 
fully got off the ground. But an exciting new de- 
velopment has come up that has revived the spirit 
of the ARP. Bettger has teamed up with Mars Hill 
member Brian Barber. “Jeff’s the fearless leader,” 
said Brian. “l organize the shows with the help of 
Liz Maxfield and Lauren Saint. 

Brian recently offered a few answers to some 
key questions about the exciting new develop- 
ments for Mars Hill Arts: 


(continued: SEE ‘Artist’s Reformation’ page 20) 





“Sprawl” Liz Maxfield 


“Sitting Pretty Green” Liz Maxfield 


David Taylor 
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The holy, hellish, hodgepodge history of Halloween 





By Pastor James Harleman 


It’s a time of year when leaves die and trees turn to 
skeletons. The garden stops providing. An evening stroll 
changes from bright sun and chirping birds to dark night and 
the howling wind. As Halloween approaches, the fact that 
we begin to consider death and ghost stories is not inher- 
ently pagan. It’s human. It’s what we do with those thoughts 
that matters. 

A recent thread on our Mars Hill Members’ Site raised the 
perennial issue of Halloween and whether Christians should 
observe this holiday. More to the point, most Christians do 
observe it, but differ in the level of participation or acceptance 
of it. Evangelist Jack Chick, for instance, the man famous for 
“Chick Tracts” depicts Halloween as a night when ancient 
Celtic Druids raped and sacrificed virgins, leaving carved 
pumpkins on the doorsteps of households that gave up their 
daughters (never mind the fact that pumpkins were a New 
World plant exported and only grown in Europe recently). 
Other Christians offer the opposite but equally naive defense 
of “it’s no big deal”, sending their kids out to eat candy and 
legitimize American obesity statistics. 

Halloween has a long and complex history; following 
the causal chain linking a pagan harvest festival to toddlers 
dressed as Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles is not simple. 
Christian and secular historians keep finding layers of revi- 
sionist history that try to wrap the origins of this holiday up in 
a nice little bow (perhaps so it can go under the Christmas 
tree? The decorations come out early enough). Before ad- 
dressing the Christian’s response to this holiday, let’s look at 
what little we do know. 


Halloween 107 
Ancient Celts celebrated a holiday called Samhain 
(essentially “end of summer”), where they would extinguish 
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their hearth fires and host large ceremonial bonfires, sacri- 
ficing animals and crops. This didn’t occur on October 31 
but around the same time, depending on the phases of the 
moon. It marked the end of the harvest and the beginning 
of a season where the people would be dependent on food 
stores and shelter from the elements. 

Superstitious Celts associated winter with death and 
thought that the season's transition was marked by the close 
proximity of spirits; they believed this thin veil would help their 
Druid priests make prophecies, enabling them to survive the 
harsh winter. There is an accrued mythology that Druids also 
wore masks on this night and went from door to door, but 
historical evidence does support this theory; it seems more 
like creative fiction manufactured to explain the evolution of 
modern customs. While not a bad educational supplement, 
something is not history simply because it appeared on the 
History Channel. 

The name of our present-day holiday, Halloween (or “All 
Hallows’ Eve”), actually stems from a celebration for saints 
formed by the early church. A celebration day for all saints 
emerges in church history as early as the 4th century, but 
it was originally set in May or the day following Pentecost 
(some records suggest this also paved over a similar Roman 
day of the dead). It was the Germans who initially shifted 
the custom to November 1st, and whether or not this had 
to do with the practices of the Irish Celts is questioned by 
historians to this day. 

In the 8th century, Pope Gregory Ill universally 
changed the date to mirror the German date in conjunc- 
tion with the consecration of the chapel in St. Peter’s. “All 
Hallows’ Day” or “All Saints’ Day” would later become a 
day not only to recognize official Catholic Saints, but also 
to commemorate the dead and visit the cemetery to reflect 
on family or friends who had passed away. 

Several hundred years later, November 2nd would 


become “All Souls’ Day” in Catholic tradition. All Hallows’ 
Eve simply marked the night before, much like Christmas 
Eve. A focus on cemeteries and the dead had as much to do 
with Catholic as Celtic traditions, and the accrued traditions 
and superstitions are a mixed bag stretching up into our own 
early immigrant American traditions of harvest festivals, and 
the way Mexican culture turned All Saints’ and Souls’ Days 
into the “Day of the Dead” festival. 

Despite myth and folklore imposed in retrospect on this 
holiday, recent study reveals that trick-or-treating is a fairly 
new convention that didn’t become significant until 1930 in 
the United States. Europe and other countries co-opted the 
practice, caught up in our merchandising and global influ- 
ence. Forms of costumed begging have existed for centuries 
in Christianized Europe, called “mumming” or “guising” and 
usually involve singing or performing a short play in exchange 
for food or drink. Wassailing is another grand tradition of 
singing and going from house to house. 

One of the closest similarities we find with a loose con- 
nection to trick-or-treating appears in the Middle Ages on All 
Souls’ Day (November 2nd), where the poor would go from 
home to home and offer prayers for those in purgatory in 
exchange for food. However strong evidence suggests that 
childish mischief and vandalism on the 30th and 31st in early 
1900s America (particularly vicious in Detroit, where October 
30, the day before Halloween, became known as “Devil's 
Night”) gave rise to organized evening activity to make actual 
treats replace the increasing abundance of tricks. 

If Christianity did not successfully pave over this holiday 
(much as Christmas paved over the Roman Saturnalia), 
Americana certainly did. This has been punctuated visibly 
with our indigenous pumpkin replacing the original “Jack-O- 
Lantern”, originally an Irish turnip. If Halloween itself was a 
pumpkin, however, there would truly be nothing left to carve. 
The seasonal change has been celebrated by pagans and 
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Christians for centuries, taking on the customs of a dozen draw various lines in 
cultures along the way. Its present incarnation receives dis- between; some don't 
dain not only from many Christians but also from professing 


witches and wiccans. The former feel that it’s intrinsically tied 
to satanic beliefs and the latter group sees it as a distorted 
mockery of their beliefs. 

One of the most interesting anecdotes | found in 
researching the history of Halloween is that the one activ- 
ity many churches do engage in at replacement events like 
church “Harvest Festivals” is perhaps the one most easily 
linked to paganism. Bobbing or “Ducking” for apples was 
actually a divination ritual related to love and fertility. 


To Trick or Not to Treat? 


Even if we ascribe church origins to Halloween, the 
holiday does differ from Christmas. Some will offer that the 
week in December when we commemorate Christ’s birth 
was once a Roman festival celebrating Saturn, and may have 
even involved both gift-giving and evergreen décor. They 
make the case that Christmas is compromised by pagan- 
ism just like Halloween. They will also mention that most 
Christians call the day Jesus rose from death “Easter”, which 
has roots in pagan fertility rituals (hence the rabbit and those 
horribly delectable Cadbury Cream Eggs). 

As Christmas and Easter have overrun and co-opted 
various trappings, however, there is for Christians a clear, 
central focus on Jesus’ incarnation. Halloween may not be 
inherently evil, but it also has no central, specific focus on 
the Lord we love. Whether we see Halloween as pagan 
practices, Catholic traditions, or good old American, candy- 
coated commercialism, none of these offers great inspiration 
to participate. 

At Mars Hill Church, we don’t believe in the deities 
worshipped by the Celts or the rituals used to appease or 
summon them. We do, however, recognize that there are evil 
spirits that confuse and lead people astray from relationship 
with the one true God. We recognize that the Bible calls 
all Christians “saints” and don’t believe in the Catholic 
extra-biblical concepts of sainthood or purgatory. Many of 
the ideas and rituals that have contributed to the Halloween 
mish-mash aren’t congruent with our beliefs. However, set- 
ting aside times to remember or honor those we love that 
have passed away (hopefully to be with our Savior Jesus) is 
not a bad idea. On a less somber level, wearing Spider-man 
costumes, making funny faces on vegetables, and engaging 
in neighborhood activities where one can both give and 
receive hospitality is not something we oppose. Fictional 
fantasy tales of monsters and elves — even scary ones 
— are not wholly inappropriate either, whether punctuated 
on this particular weekend or sprinkled throughout the year 
in classic tales from authors including Tolkien and Lewis. 
We regard Halloween as a second-hand issue and ask that 
every Christian examine their response to the modern-day 
Halloween celebration in our culture. 

Some members of Mars Hill opt to avoid Halloween altogeth- 
er because portions of its mixed up history prick their conscience. 
Others see it as a truly americanized holiday, not specifically 
Christianbutessentially “American” like ThanksgivingorPresidents’ 
Day, and have no conscience issues participating. Others still 
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but remain in their homes and hand out 
candy to trick-or-treaters so that they 
can offer hospitality to their neighbors 
and community. Others gather together 
to hold festivities that exclude the more 
overtly creepy or questionable elements. 
For those who have shunned 
Halloween because they were simply told it 
was evil, or for those who have participated and never 
bothered to weigh its appropriateness, your pastors would 
encourage the employment of godly wisdom, discernment, 
and a sense of our shared mission as Christians. Our absti- 
nence or participation in regard to Halloween should not be 
derived from fear, misinformation, or pressure but rather from 
a sincere love of Jesus; every response to our culture and its 
festivals is a way to point to the God we love and serve. 
Lastly, for parents, don’t forget that gluttony is a sin. 
Careful not to force your kids to learn the hard way: lying 
on an altar of plastic wrap and tin-foil, holding their bulbous 
stomachs. If you participate in Halloween, it might be the 
perfect time to introduce the concept of moderation. i 


Obscure Halloween Fact: 
October 31st is also “Reformation 
Day; commemorating the day in 
1517 when Christian reformer 
Martin Luther posted his 95 Theses 
challenging the doctrine of penance, 
the authority of the pope, and the 
usefulness of indulgences. Dressing 
Up the kids like Reformers and 
handing out doctrinal challenges, 
however, Might not be the wisest 
form of cultural engagement The 
period outfits are cool, though. 
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MySpace, YourSpace, ultimately 


it’s all HisSpace 


By all means join the culture as it lives life online, just remember that your virtual 
identity belongs to Christ just as much as your ‘brick and mortal’ identity. 





By Jason Wendort 


If you have spent even a small amount of time around 
Mars Hill hopefully you know that we aren't building a “walled 
garden” of Christian comfort and morality within the city of 
Seattle. Rather we desire to produce Christ-minded folks who 
are missionally motivated to live in the city, engage its culture, 
and love its people. As a collective body Mars Hill works in 
faith through God's grace to redeem the city for His glory. 

Practically our missiology produces people who do not 
separate from the culture, they bring the Gospel to the cul- 
ture in humbleness with a desire to see redemption through 
God's sovereign grace. Mars Hill members produce films, 
write books, play in bands, brew beer, play on sports teams, 
etc. You probably will see members hanging out at bars, at- 
tending concerts with loud music, and perhaps even seeing 
an R-rated film — all things “Christian culture” would have you 
avoid. Mars Hill would rather have faithful people interacting 
with culture in the hope that God would bring opportunities 
for redemption to bear. As the apostle Paul said, “become all 
things to all people in hopes that some might be saved” (1 
Corinthians 9:22). 

Of course there are caveats to our missiology; it is 
doubtful that any redemption is going to happen at the strip 
club via single, horny men. Nor should a struggling alcoholic 
seek to be a missionary in the local tavern. By and large, 
though, Mars Hill wants its members to be led by the Holy 
Spirit and their redeemed conscience into the culture, not 
away from it. 

Online culture is no different. The internet and its vari- 
ous technologies are neither good nor evil; they are simply 
a fact of life and fall under God’s sovereign authority just 
like everything else. Christians should look at MySpace, 
Facebook, Tagworld, or whatever the social networking 
site du jour is, and see an opportunity for the gospel, not a 
danger to run from (see Pastor Jame’s article, “MarSpace,” 
June 2006). Were Paul alive today, he would blog his letters 
to his congregations, edit doctrine for purity on Wikipedia, 
post his sermons on iTunes, and make “friends” in MySpace 
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—allin “hopes that some might be saved.” Likewise Mars Hill 
should be part of internet culture, always with an eye towards 
God’s redemptive purposes. 

As with all opportunities for redemptive mission, online 
interaction presents unique problems that should be taken 
into account. Much like the Christian who must follow his 
conscience when enjoying drinks at a bar, there are points 
of tension that believers must consider when visiting a blog, 
bulletin board, myspace, wiki, or whatever virtual third place 
fits for your chosen methods of online conversation: 


° Let your conscience be your guide. For some the inter- 
net is synonymous with porn, so if you are a struggling 
sex addict then MySpace probably isn’t your missional 
calling. Likewise, if you have a tendency to waste time, 
especially when on the clock at your job, think twice 
about MySpace; it can be a huge time waster for those 
unable to manage their clock. It’s hard to be missional 
when you are wasting your boss's time, or worse, wast- 
ing time that could be spent finding a job. 


e You represent Christ and Mars Hill. If you blog, have 
a MySpace account, or any other digital fingerprint of 
yourself, please be wise with your behavior. All of the 
same rules of behavior that are expected of Christians 
offline applies online as well: humility, respect, slow to 
anger, graciousness, etc. Ultimately, “Love all 8,000 of 
your MySpace friends as you love yourself.” 


e You represent our brand. We encourage you to use your 
digital profiles to virally spread the Mars Hill sermons, 
videos, and blogs. People should know that you are a 
Christian when you are online, just remember that Mars 
Hills name and Christ’s reputation is one click away 
as you Curse out another blogger for having a differing 
opinion about issue X, Y, or Z. 


e You don't have to respond. Resist the temptation 
to fire off quick comments or responses — especially 
when people criticize Mars Hill, Pastor Mark, Jesus, 
Christianity, or anything else close to your heart. It’s 


easy to get sucked in to petty arguments and mean- 
ingless discussions that at best waste time, at worst 
actually prove detrimental to our role as ambassadors 
of the Gospel. 


e Communicate with the leadership. If you are thinking 
about starting a Mars Hill group, wiki, website, podcast, 
blog, social networking profile, etc., please communicate 
with the Mars Hill staff (start with jason@marshillchurch. 
org). We may already be working on your idea, or if not, 
we can work with you to realize the idea in a way that 
best benefits the church and the gospel. As a unified 
body we need to strive towards presenting showing our 
unity when we are online. 


e Be wise with the opportunity for anonymity. By fronting 
an anonymous profile when online, you may think you are 
avoiding the need to follow the earlier guidelines. The real 
issue behind all of these caveats is that God knows your 
heart and nothing can be hidden from Him. Though you 
might be able to violate your conscience or hide behind 
anonymity without bringing attention to yourself amongst 
your brothers and sisters in Christ, ultimately everything 
exists within God’s knowledge and will be brought into 
the light, either through repentance in this life or in judge- 
ment in the next. 


Of course there are other dangers inherent to being 
Online: identity theft, spam, viruses, Nigerian email scams 
(they can’t all be fake, can they?), evites, etc. Just watch 
the local news to keep a running list of what you should fear 
this week. The internet is not going away, however, and will 
continue to make inroads in our lives and shape the culture 
we live in. By God’s sovereignty you have been chosen 
to live in this time and place, so wisely use the internet to 
further His glorious plans of redemption for yourself, Mars 
Hill, and the internet. 1% 


From Homer to Harry Potter 


By Matthew S. Winslow 





The early part of this decade saw a growing interest in 
fantasy literature, due in no small part to two very successful 
movie franchises. Of course, I’m talking about The Lord of 
the Rings and Harry Potter. At the time, | 
was a member of the board of directors 
(and later president) of the Mythopoeic 
Society. We saw a lot of people new to 
fantasy come to appreciate fantasy litera- 


ture. Since then, the buzz for fantasy has > H O M a 
dwindled a bit, but there is still a strong f í k E R 


interest in the fantastic, with more mov- 
ies, such as the Narnia Chronicles and 
Phillip Pullman’s God-hating His Dark 
Materials both coming soon to a theatre 
near you. 

Why this interest in fantasy? There 
is a bit of testosterone involved in it, | 
must admit. My inner dude just loves 
those cool fight scenes from The Lord 
of the Rings, and my sons, when they 
re-watch the extended versions, fast 
forward past all that mushy stuff (what 
there is of it) to the battles. Who cares 
if the elves didn’t come to Helm’s = 














of women reading fantasy these days. (Harlequin has even 
launched its own fantasy imprint, Luna Books, trying to cash 
in on this growing niche.) There is indeed something more 
going on in fantasy that makes many enjoy it as a genre. 
Christian fantasy authors J.R.R. Tolkien and C.S. Lewis 
both wrote on the topic of fantasy literature 
(as well as creating two of the 
most beloved fantasy worlds), 
but what they wrote is limited to 
a few sentences here, an essay 
there, a personal letter, etc. What 
has been much needed is a more 
consistent analysis of fantasy and 
its relationship to the Christian 
faith. It’s something I’ve considered 
doing over the years, but Christian 
publisher Brazos Press has beat 
me to it with From Homer to Harry 
Potter: A Handbook on Myth and 
Fantasy, by Matthew Dickerson and 
David O'Hara. (Dickerson is also the 
author of Following Gandalf, which 
was one of the few quality LOTR-re- 
lated books that came out during the 
release of the films.) 
For Dickerson and O'Hara, 














Deep in the novel? It makes for some 
great cinematography. And what about the covers of 
fantasy novels? True, they're not as lurid as they were during 
the hey-days of Valejo and the Brothers Hildebrandt, but 
there are still plenty of covers which show that in pseudo-me- 
dieval cultures women in general can’t afford much clothing 
and have impossible body mass indexes. 

But hormones only get you so far. There’s got to be some- 
thing more, especially when you consider that there are lots 


ee however, the question is not “what is 
fantasy?”, but “what is myth?” Even 
though English professor and Tolkien scholar Tom Shippey 
has declared that “the dominant literary mode of the twentieth 
century has been the fantastic,” Dickerson and O’Hara rightly 
point out that “fantasy” as a genre really only extends back one 
or two hundred years, if that. However, mythic stories go back 
all the way to man’s first inclination to tell tales. 
The mythic, then, is where we should look, and Dickerson 
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and O'Hara do a wonderful job walking us through a history 
and definition of what the mythic actually is. At the highest 
level, a dictionary definition of “myth” gets us pointed in the 
right direction: “A story of great but unknown age which 
embodies a belief regarding some fact or phenomenon of 
experience, and in which often the forces of nature and of the 
soul are personified.” 

Although that’s a very functional definition of myth, C.S. 
Lewis, writing on myth, makes much clearer the true function 
of myth: “It gets under our skin, hits us at a level deeper than 
our thoughts or even our passions, troubles oldest certain- 
ties till all questions are reopened, and in general shocks 
us more fully awake than we are for most of our lives.” Or, 
to quote Emmylou Harris, “If there’s no heaven, what is this 
hunger for?” 

Myth, then, is not restricted to just make-believe sto- 
ries, but is more expansive, encompassing any story that 
deals with issues of great significance and gives a basis 
for understanding the world. And when we encounter these 
stories, we feel a longing for such places, a longing that is 
not explained easily by rational words. 

It is at this point that Dickerson and O'Hara make one 
of their really big observations: the difference between what 
they call the mythos and the logos. (Please note that they are 
not talking of Christ as Logos.) For them, mythos is the relat- 
ing of truth through story, whereas logos is the relating of 
truth through reason. Both express themselves to us through 
words, but logos lays itself out through explication, whereas 
mythos conveys itself to us through less rational means. They 
both speak, but in different languages. 

Dickerson and O'Hara write that the fantastic “is not a 
place to deny the supernatural, but neither is it a place for 
systematic theology or philosophy of religion. [The fantastic 
does] not deal in mere propositional truth or morals, as fables 
and sermons so often do, and we should not look to them for 
that.” When we experience the fantastic, either in a movie or 
in a novel, we often find ourselves feeling a strange connec- 
tion to what is being said, but when we begin to analyze that 
sense of connection, we lose it. That is the mythic. 

But this still begs the question of “why.” Dickerson 
and O’Hara tackle this by looking at the difference between 
science fiction and fantasy, two genres that are closely 
related in the popular mind, so much so that they are often 
shelved together in bookstores. As they explain it, “Science 
fiction is based on science — or, more accurately, on the 
assumption that everything is explainable by science.” That 
is, science fiction doesn’t leave room for the numinous; it 
“tends to be marked by a progressivist’s optimism about 
the power of scientific knowledge to improve the lot of hu- 
manity.” Or, in other words, the grace of God is incidental 
and not really needed. 

Fantasy and the fantastic, on the other hand, create a 
better sense of causation by not embracing such a world- 
view: “Fantasy has a more complete view of causation than 


(continued: SEE ‘Book Review’ page 21) 
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spiritual disciplines 





By Pastor Mark Driscoll 


But Jesus often withdrew to 
lonely places... 
—Luke 5:16 


As we study the spiritual disciplines, we learn that there 
are two sides to every discipline. On one hand, there is a 
contemplative practice, and on the other, there is a corre- 
sponding active practice. A healthy relationship with God 
involves both being and doing. Subsequently, anyone who 
practices one aspect of a spiritual discipline without the other 
becomes increasingly immature and imbalanced in their walk 
with Jesus. This month we will examine the importance of 
both solitude and fellowship. Speaking of this in his wonder- 
ful book, Life Together, German pastor Dietrich Bonhoeffer 
(who was murdered by the Nazis) wrote, “Only in fellowship 
do we learn to be rightly alone and only in aloneness do we 
learn to be rightly in fellowship.” 


Solitude 

Solitude is fasting from people for a prescribed time to 
connect with God and replenish the soul. Solitude is not a pun- 
ishment like that inflicted on prisoners, and it is not intended to 
be indefinite, as practiced by some extremist monks. 

Instead, solitude is the recognition that just as we need 
time with those we love to build our relationship, we also 
need time with Jesus to build our relationship with Him. Like 
all relationships, this includes using the special times we get 
with Him to listen to Him as we read Scripture and speak to 
Him in prayer. 

Despite the constant pressures family, friends, and fans 
placed on His time, Jesus’ own life was marked by ongoing 
times of solitude. The following verses speak of how Jesus 
often practiced the spiritual discipline of solitude: 


° Matthew 14:23 After he had dismissed them, he went 
up on a mountainside by himself to pray. When evening 
came, he was there alone... 


e Mark 6:31 Then, because so many people were coming 
and going that they did not even have a chance to eat, 
he said to them, “Come with me by yourselves to a quiet 
place and get some rest.” 


e Luke 4:42 At daybreak Jesus went out to a 
solitary place. 


° Luke 5:16 But Jesus often withdrew to lonely places 
and prayed. 


As we study Scripture we see that Jesus used solitude 
for a multitude of purposes. Following His baptism, Jesus 
spent forty days in solitude preparing for His public ministry 
(Matthew 4:1-11). Following the beheading of His cousin 
John the Baptizer, Jesus spent time alone to mourn (Matthew 
14:12-13). Jesus used solitude as occasions for intense and 
focused prayer (Matthew 14:23; Mark 1:35; Luke 5:16). He 
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used solitude to rest after a hard day of work (Mark 6:31). He 
used solitude as an opportunity to pray and seek the Father's 
will before choosing the twelve disciples (Luke 6:12). Knowing 
He was going to be crucified soon, Jesus spent time alone in 
the Garden of Gethsemane coming to grips with the painful 
obedience that was required of Him (Mark 26:36-46). 
Other biblical figures also used solitude for a litany of 
purposes. Moses spent time alone on the mountain with 
God in order to receive a word from God, namely the Ten 
Commandments (Exodus 19-20). Isaiah was both saved 
and sustained by God through his times of solitude with the 
Lord (Isaiah 30:15). David says that in solitude, God calmed 
his fears and encouraged his soul (Psalm 62:1-2, 5). Paul 
spent some three years in varying degrees of solitude being 
prepared by the Lord for ministry (Galatians 1:17-19). 
Clearly, time alone with God serves innumerable good 
purposes in our lives. In order to exercise this discipline, you 
may need to schedule a day of solitude to ensure that this is 
a regular part of your spiritual life. | do this at least one day 
a month and find it to be the most important and refreshing 
part of my life. It enables me to function in the other areas of 
my life by helping me remain continually connected to Jesus. 
Find a place that you like to go to. This may mean that you 
spend a day in God's creation hiking or simply resting. If you 
are a parent, you may have to get up early or stay up late to 
get some time to yourself at home. 
There are many things you can do during your peri- 
ods of solitude, including: 
Nothing 
Meditate on a short section of Scripture 
Rest 
Read long sections of Scripture 
Pray, including a prayer walk/hike/bike 
Journal your thoughts 
Read a good book 


a) Se a T 


Personally, | tend to be a very organized person who uses 
every minute of every day very efficiently. As the church grows, 
it is getting increasingly harder to get some time alone without 
being recognized. | have come up with a plan that works well 
for me and I will use it as an illustration. | schedule at least 
one day of solitude a month to get away and connect with 
Jesus. Because every minute of my day is normally scheduled, 
| don’t plan these days but just wake up and go wherever | end 
up. | do not answer my phone, do not meet with anyone, and 
usually get out of town. During a few hours of driving | do a 
lot of praying and sometimes worship God in song by myself. 
| like to drive until | am out of the city and find a small town or 
hidden secluded place in God's creation. There, | do whatever 
| feel like. Sometimes | go for long walks and hikes alone to 
get fresh air, think, and pray. Sometimes | check into a bed 
and breakfast and take a nap and then go out to dinner. And 
sometimes | don’t do anything. 

My most recent trip started with a desire to enjoy the 
sun with the top down in my Jeep. | ended up in a small 
town called Easton in the mountains and found a national 


forest. | followed the road until it turned to a dirt path and 
continued into the forest until | came to the end of the road. 
| went off-road and followed a rocky old snowmobile path 
along a river into the middle of nowhere where there was no 
sign of people and no noise could be heard from anyone. 
| drove my Jeep through the river and parked on the other 
side. It was a glorious sunny day and | took my folding chair 
out of my Jeep and put it in the middle of the river where | 
sat to eat ahamburger and do nothing for a few hours. | just 
sat in the river enjoying the sun and solitude, got some time 
in prayer, and spent time doing nothing by myself and was 
incredibly refreshed. 


Fellowship 

While the introverts love the discipline of solitude and 
the extroverts struggle with it, the opposite is true with the 
discipline of fellowship. Fellowship is living life together 
with Christian brothers and sisters as the church. The first 
thing the Bible says is “not good” is for us to be alone. This 
is because even God exists as the Trinitarian Community 
of Father, Son, and Spirit. We are made in His image and 
likeness and are therefore made for loving community. God 
intends for us to have fellowship together as His people. 

In addition to regularly taking times of solitude, we also 
see in Scripture that Jesus spent considerable amounts of 
time in community with others. In fact, Jesus spent most 
of His time in community with His disciples and frequently 
had dinner in the homes of the people He was befriending. 
Jesus seemed to have particularly close fellowship with 
the youngest disciple, John John 13:23), the sisters Mary 
and Martha, and their brother Lazarus, whom He loved very 
much (John 11:5). 


The Scriptures often speak of fellowship in community: 


$ Mark 12:33 “To love him with all your heart, with all 
your understanding and with all your strength, and to 
love your neighbor as yourself is more important than all 
burnt offerings and sacrifices.” 


e John 13:34-35 “A new command | give you: Love 
one another. As | have loved you, so you must love 
one another. By this all men will know that you are my 
disciples, if you love one another.” 


e Acts 2:42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ 
teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread 
and to prayer. 


° Romans 12:10 Be devoted to one another in 
brotherly love. 


‘ 1 John 1:7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, 
we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of 
Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin. 


° Hebrews 10:25 Let us not give up meeting together, as 
some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one 
another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching. 
What find troubling is the common myth that Christianity 


can be practiced in Isolation. It is sin that separates people 
and it is Jesus who takes sin away so that we can have 
fellowship. Therefore, one of the primary purposes of the 
Christian faith is reconciliation—reconciliation to God and 
one another through Jesus. Furthermore, much of the Bible 
itself is written to communities of people, instructing them 
how to live together in love as God’s people. In fellowship 
and by God’s empowering grace, we can obey the Bible’s 
commands to: 


e Live in harmony with one another (Romans 12:16) 
e Love one another (Romans 13:8) 

e Accept one another (Romans 15:7) 

e Instruct one another (Romans 15:14) 

e Greet one another (Romans 16:16) 

e Serve one another (Galatians 5:13) 


e Be kind and compassionate to one another 
(Ephesians 4:32) 


e Speak to one another (Ephesians 5:1 9) 

e Admonish one another (Colossians 3:16) 
e Encourage one another (Hebrews 3:13) 
e Spur one another on (Hebrews 10:24) 


e Offer hospitality to one another (1 Peter 4:9) 


Practically, if you need fellowship, we would encourage 
you to take the Gospel Class. In that class you will learn what 
we believe and how we are organized and decide if you want 
to become an official member of our church family. If you 


SUNDAY 


do, we can also get to know you and help you plug in to a 
meaningful place of fellowship. 

We would also encourage you to join a Community 
Group. These are small groups of people meeting in homes 
throughout the Puget Sound region on varying days and at 
varying times. Some are co-ed, some are for women, and 
some are for men. Some have a lot of older people, some 
have a lot of younger people, some have a lot of children, 
some have no children, some have a lot of married couples, 
some have a lot of singles, and some are a mixture. Go ahead 
and visit a few until you find one that is home for you. 

Through the spiritual discipline of solitude, we are 
reminded that in one regard our relationship with God is 
intensely personal. God called us to Himself alone, converted 
us alone, and one day we will die to stand before God alone. 
Through the spiritual discipline of fellowship, we also see that 
we have been saved into the community of the church. We are 
reminded that on the final day when we rise from our graves, 
we will rise together to be with Jesus forever as a family with 
our spiritual brothers and sisters and our Father God. 

Next month we will examine the contemplative 
discipline of silence and the active discipline of speak- 
ing. Recommended reading: Spiritual Disciplines for the 
Christian Life (Donald S. Whitney), Ce/ebration of Discipline 
(Richard Foster), Sacred Pathways (Gary Thomas), Life 
Together (Dietrich Bonhoeffer). W4 


Childrens Mintstry 


VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED TO HELP BY LOVING KIDS. 


Children’s Ministry Training Days in October 


10.8 Ballard 11:00 am kids@marshillchurch.org 
10.15 Shoreline 1:30 pm david@marshillchurch.org 


10.24 west Seattle 12:30 pm in the 35th Ave building (not Chief Sealth HS) shan@marshillchurch.org 


THEOLOGY 





Tin: 


GOT QUESTIONS 
ABOUT JESUS? 


KNOW SOMEBODY 
WHO DOES? 


Join us and bring your friends for a dozen 
answers to common questions about a man 
who claimed to be God. 


Sunday Services this fall at all Mars Hill 
Campuses preached by Pastor Mark Driscoll 


10.08.2006 — Is Jesus the only God? 
10.15.2006 — How human was Jesus? 


10.22.2006 — What did Jesus accomplish on 
the cross? 


10.29.2006 — Did Jesus rise from death? 
11.05.2006 — Where is Jesus today? 


11.12.2006 — What will Jesus do upon 
His return? 


11.19.2006 — Why should we worship Jesus? 


11.26 2006 — What makes Jesus superior to 
other saviors? 


12.03.2006 — How did people know Jesus was 
coming? 


12.10.2006 — Why did Jesus come to earth? 


12.17.2006 — Why did Jesus’ mom need to be 
a virgin? 


12.24.2006 — What difference has Jesus made 
in history? 
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Dead Sea Scrolls ( page 9 ) 


In Dr. Abegg’s estimation, “the sectarian scrolls are 
the real jewel, because we did not really have a very good 
picture of Judaism in the inter-testamental period” (the four 
and a half centuries between the writing of the Old and New 
Testaments). “We're looking at brand new material. Some 
three or four hundred documents that we knew nothing 
about...a goldmine window into this time period.” 

The sectarian scrolls have significantly altered the way 
scholars approach the transitional time period between BC 
and AD. According to Dr. Abegg, Judaism was once thought 
to be a monolithic religion during those years, a state religion 
in which everyone toed the line. As it turns out, there were 
many factions and debates — foreshadows of rabbinical 
Judaism and the dialectic that would appear in the Mishna 
and Talmud. 

For Christians, Dr. Abegg points out, this nuanced 
perspective allows us to look at the state of various theo- 
logical motifs as they existed before the writing of the New 
Testament. The sectarian scrolls reveal the Messianic expec- 
tations of the time, and include language and themes that 
Jesus would allude to quite specifically during the ministry of 
His incarnation. 

If the biblical scrolls provide a wider pool of manuscripts 
to draw from to establish more accurate translations of the 
Old Testament, the sectarian scrolls offer a deeper under- 
standing of the cultural and historical context from which the 
New Testament emerged. w 


Dr. Martin Abegg will speak at Mars Hill Church’s Ballard 
campus on October 20 at 7pm. In a “once in a lifetime oppor- 
tunity,” the Dead Sea Scrolls will be on display at the Pacific 
Science Center from September 23 through January 7. Go to 
www.pacsci.org for ticket info. 


Dangerous Beauty (pg 12 ) 


things that looked too much like art. They brow beat her for 
being so naive as to think that art had anything to do with 
beauty. Beauty, in their minds, is the adversary of art, and 
artists who love beauty are the enemy of artistic progress. 

| could see that Tasha had been mishandled, even abused. 
Though glad she now had some academic credentials, she 
was unhappy, almost acidic, about her art education. 

Well, we talked for a couple hours about art and life, 
and the future. She seemed to feel better when we left. It 
was as If being around beautiful objects with someone who 
loved her was healing to her — or was | just projecting onto 
her how the environment affected me? 

Whatever the case, | do know that beauty affects me in 
astonishing ways. | don’t think I’m alone in this. Of course, art 
is about many things. Art is about everything, even things that 
are not beautiful. Much of life is not beautiful. But the aver- 
sion to beauty by the deconstructionist—is it creating such 
a climate that beauty could become the new area of artistic 
subversion against the establishment? Perhaps beauty will 
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make a comeback in an entirely new way, through radicals 
who stand their ground in the face of the withering criticism 
from the art establishment. It makes me wonder. 1% 


Daniel Rice is the founder of Trumeau, a local visionary arts 
academy. The annual Trumeau Arts Conference, “Dangerous 
Beauty”, will be held October 27-28 at Mars Hill Church's 
West Seattle Campus. 


Artists Reformation ( page 13 ) 


Vox Pop: What’s the ARP all about? 


Brian Barber: The Artists Reformation Project is a name 
that comes from a project Jeff was previously working on. 
The name seemed to fit well so we decided to use it again. 
Jeff and | started getting together to talk about the need for 
an arts ministry at the church and what that would look like. 
Having a gallery space was an obvious need and | had just 
moved into a studio space in the 619 Western Building down 
in Pioneer Square. So it seemed to make sense to use my 
studio space as a gallery. | had an idea for a while for putting 
together a group of shows based on a series of questions 
and turning the series into a book. The idea evolved when 
Jeff and | got together and decided to focus the over-arching 
theme of the question on salvation. Since we were looking 
at the gallery space as a means of spreading the gospel, we 
thought it would be good to show Mars Hill artists’ work. 


VP: Where does the Mars Hill Arts stuff happen? 


Barber: There will be rotating shows, hopefully at all of the 
Mars Hill campuses. The series of shows that are part of 
ARP will start in January. 


VP: Why is there a need for Mars Hill Arts? 


Barber: | think it’s important for the larger church body to 
see the products of the gifts that God has blessed individual 
members with, so | think the idea of rotating shows in all of 
the church locations is an important factor for the cultural en- 
richment of our community in a way that glorifies God. ARP 
is focused on outreach and engaging the greater culture of 
Seattle, specifically the art community. Our hope is that it will 
be a place that provokes thought and encourages discus- 
sion while building community. 1% 


Artists Reformation Project events will take place at the 619 
Western Building in Pioneer square the first Thursday of 
every month at 6 pm. The shows will start in January so stay 
tuned for more details. 





West Seattle ( page 10 ) 


the gospel in Seattle. According to the Seattle First Pres. 
website, Matthews’ “preaching audience was increased 
in the latter years of his ministry by Station KTW, the first 
church owned radio station in the world.” 

On February 5, 1940, the Reverend died at the age 
of seventy-two of complications from pneumonia. He had 
pastored Seattle First Presbyterian Church for one day short 
of thirty-eight years. A bust of Mark Matthews was placed 
in Denny Park in 1942 with the inscription, “Preacher of the 
Word of God and Friend of Man.” More recently, Seattle 
Metropolitan honored Matthews as “one of the 277 people 
who shaped Seattle” (May 2006). The magazine points out 
that the Matthews bust in Denny Park stands unique as 
“Seattle's only public monument to a cleric.” 

In the year following Matthews’ death, on September 
30, 1940, the West Seattle branch withdrew from Seattle 
First Pres. and became an independent Presbyterian church. 
The forty-nine charter members of the new church changed 
their name to Hillcrest Presbyterian (1941-1968). The next 
chapter in the history of the West Seattle church involved 
much expansion, growth, and controversy — including a legal 
battle that went all the way to the Supreme Court. 

The story of this diligent congregation and its leaders 
will continue in next month’s Vox Pop. A complete historical 
account will be published in conjunction with the re-opening 
of the West Seattle Campus’ main facility. 4 








= 
Z 

= 
O 
Q 

© 
& 





Mark Matthews is memorialized in downtown Seattle's 
Denny Park. The bust of Reverend Matthews is the city’s 
only monument to a cleric. The inscription reads, “Preacher 
of the Word of God and Friend of Man.” 


Book Review (pg 17) 


does most sci-fi. [...] Fantasy’s view of cause is one that 
corresponds more to Aristotle’s view of there being four 
causes (formal, material, efficient, and final) for everything, 
over against the Enlightenment and Newtonian view of there 
being only two causes for every event, the material and the 
efficient (i.e., matter and energy).” 

That’s quite a mouthful of a sentence, but it really boils 
down to the fact that fantasy leaves itself open to the pos- 
sibility (and reality) of events being caused by things outside 
ourselves; it allows for God in its worldview. “The crucial ele- 
ment in sci-fi is the natural [...] the crucial element in fantasy 
is the interaction of the natural with the supernatural.” 

A personal favorite quote (not mentioned by Dickerson 
and O'Hara) is from Act Il, Scene Ill of Shakespeare's All’s 
Well That Ends Well: “They say miracles are past; and 
we have our philosophical persons, to make modern and 
familiar, things supernatural and causeless. Hence is it 
that we make trifles of terrors, ensconcing ourselves into 
seeming knowledge, when we should submit ourselves to 
an unknown fear.” 

This Shakespeare quote should help to make clear 
what this all has to do with Christianity: in Dickerson and 
O'Hara's words, fantasy and Christianity “both affirm the 
existence of the supernatural and of moral freedom, both af- 
firm the importance of our choices, both encourage escape 
from materialist determination, and both find a materialist 
worldview to be insufficient.” 

Fantasy is not in and of itself Christian — not by any 
stretch of the imagination — but it does lend itself to Christian 
readings and Christian influences, both conscious and un- 
conscious. Terry Scott Taylor once penned a song where he 
laments that he is “longing for a land not assigned to me by 
birth.” This is a longing that many of us Christians have for 
the new heaven and the new earth. It only makes sense to 
have an inclination to meet that desire through the fantastic 
and mythic. 

Like | said, this was a book | wanted to write, but I’m 
glad that someone else beat me to the punch. It hits on all 
those things that make me a lover of the fantastic while at the 
same time pushing me to think and reconsider some of my 
assumptions about what makes for “good” fantasy. 1% 
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Sunset Kayaking at Golden Gardens - Play 
in the ocean and watch the sun put on a show. 
Janelle Baarspul at jabaarspu/@yahoo.com 


10.06-08 Smith Rock,OR, Climbing Weekend — One 


of the best climbing locations in the NW. 
Lisa Dale at /isamdale @hotmail.com 


Mountain Biking at Cooper River Trail - Come 
ready for a fun, scenic challenge on this 
intermediate/advanced-level singletrack trail. 
Brandon Talley at btalley@spu.edu 


Night Hiking on Cougar Mountain — Bring 
friends and family for an easy after-work hike. 
Mark Humiston at MarkHumiston@gmail.com 


Family Hike to Talapus Lake — Kids and dogs 
will love this trek to a beautiful nearby lake 
Nancyjean Tripp at jersey_climbgirl@yahoo.com 


SCUBA at Fox Island — Sculpted ledges 
and walls make this a great local dive site 
Janelle Baarspul at jabaarspu/@yahoo.com 


Skydiving at Snohomish — Pure adrenaline, 
with training and tandem jumps for beginners 
Mark Humiston at MarkHumiston@gmail.com 


Road Biking to Red Hook Brewery - Ride the 
Burke-Gilman from Matthews Beach to Bothell. 
Ali Wick at awick@anchorenv.com 


Fall Colors Hike — Marvel at the beauty of the 
season as you hike Longs Pass and Lake Ingalls. 
Rick James at Denali_2000@yahoo.com 


Hiking at Rachel Lake — Breathtaking 
views are almost guaranteed. 
Kristin Nelson at Surferchick7@msn.com 


Kayaking to the Arboretum — Paddle from 
Magnuson and spend the day exploring nature. 
Janelle Baarspul at jabaarspul/@yahoo.com 


ODOS 











CLAWS, 
CAMNMCER_ 
AMD CORSETS 


THE 2006 FİLM AND THEOLOGY FESTIVAL 


THREE NIGHTS, THREE MOVIES, THREE LOCATIONS 


11/10 MHC | West Seattle Campus: 
X-Men: The Last Stand (PG-13) 


11/17 MHC | Ballard Campus: 
Thank You for Smoking (R) 


11/24 MHC | Shoreline Campus: 
Pride and Prejudice (PG) 


This November, Film and Theology is back with 
a vengeance. Each week we will be showing 
and discussing a different movie at a different 
location. 


Showtime is 7pm for all three nights. Choose 
your location and film or come to all three. We'll 
bring the movie and critique; you bring the 
popcorn. See you there. 
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The Community Groups listed here are only a few of the many that 





COMMUNITY n , o 
GROUPS gather every week. For a complete listing, or if you need help finding a 
group, email community@marshillchurch.org. 
Introducing the Newest 


Mars Hill Community Groups 


Mill Creek Monday 7pm 
LedBy: Craig Marais 
Contact: Landon Wine 
Phone: 425-422-3245 
Email: landon@suttonre.com 


Woodinville Monday 7pm 
LedBy: Marc Lopez 

Contact: Amanda Lopez 
Phone: 425-770-0325 
Email: 7lopezs@comcast.net 


Ballard Tuesday 7pm 

LedBy: Tiffany Hansen 

Contact: Tiffany Hansen 

Phone: 206-313-9735 

Email: tiffany.hansen@marshillchurch.org 
For Women Only 


Bothell Wednesday 7pm 
LedBy: Darren Anderson 

Contact: Andrea Anderson 

Phone: 425-605-4785 

Email: andrea@djamanderson.com 


Edmonds Tuesday 10:30am 
LedBy: Heidi Bleeker 

Contact: Heidi Bleeker 

Phone: 425-774-6456 

Email: heidibleeker@yahoo.com 
For Women Only 


First Hill Tuesday 7pm 
LedBy: Jeremy Herring 
Contact: Jeremy Herring 
Phone: 206-380-5339 

Email: jherringff@hotmail.com 


Greenlake Tuesday 7pm 

LedBy: David Jackson 

Contact: Dave Jackson 

Phone: 425-256-1555 

Email: tempjackson-faith@yahoo.com 


Laurelhurst Tuesday 7pm 

LedBy: Scott Johnson, Lauren Hunter 
Contact: Scott Johnson 

Phone: 206-940-6537 

Email: uw_community@yahoo.com 


Lynnwood Tuesday 7pm 
LedBy: Heather Hansen 
Contact: Heather Hansen 
Phone: 206-618-8323 
Email: heather@thepidge.net 
For Women Only 
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Queen Anne Tuesday 7pm 
LedBy: Dwayne Forehand 

Contact: Joy Forehand 

Phone: 206-650-7034 

Email: dforehand@marshillchurch.org 


Sammamish Tuesday 7pm 
LedBy: Sam Jarawan 

Contact: Sam Jarawan 

Phone: 425 445-9731 

Email: sjarawan@hotmail.com 


West Seattle Tuesday 6:30pm 
LedBy: Kyle Firstenberg 

Contact: Kyle Firstenberg 

Phone: 206-229-0643 

Email: kylef@marshillchurch.org 


West Seattle Tuesday 10am 
LedBy: Kathleen Firstenberg 
Contact: Kathleen Firstenberg 
Phone: 206-229-9174 

Email: katfberg@ gmail.com 

For Women Only 


Marysville Wednesday 6:30pm 
LedBy: Philip A. Poirier 

Contact: Phil or Diane Poirier 
Phone: 360-653-9432 

Email: pdpoirier@msn.com 


Lake Forest Park Thursday 7pm 
LedBy: Matthew Winslow 

Contact: Matthew Winslow 

Phone: 206-361-4674 

Email: mwinslow@firinn.org 


Northgate Thursday 7:30pm 
LedBy: Mike Hanson 

Contact: Todd Christenson 
Phone: 206-650-1779 

Email: tachris4jc@yahoo.com 
For Men Only 


Redmond Thursday 7pm 
LedBy: Ryan Dosch 

Contact: Meghan Dosch 

Phone: 425-868-6334 

Email: meghandosch@yahoo.com 


Olympia Friday 6pm 
LedBy: Kimball Parker 
Contact: Kimball Parker 
Phone: 360-791-3005 
Email: kimballp@comcast.net 
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Community Groups take place in the homes of church members who are committed to 
sharing their lives with those who participate in their group. Through learning and accountabililty, 
Community Groups exist to develop mature Christians who will go out into their various social 


networks carrying the hope of the Gospel. 
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Column of 
Opportunity & 
Information 


Here are some specific needs and announcements 
for the month of August. Registration for events is at 
www.marshillchurch.org. 


New around here? 


Here are some ways to get to know Mars Hill: (1) Sign 
up for the fall Gospel Class. (2) Join a Community 
Group. (3) Come forty minutes before any Sunday 
service and a volunteer will give you something to do. 
(4) Hit up the Breakfast Club (every Saturday at 9am 
at the West Seattle campus or 10am at Ballard). 


Men’s Morning Prayer is Back 


Join Pastor Paul Petry and the men of Mars Hill for a 
half hour of intentional, focused prayer for our church. 
Tuesdays at 7 am in the Paradox. 


Proxy Goes Bowling 


More fun than any “Fall Festival” you've ever been to, 
Proxy Student Ministries presents our annual Halloween 
Bowling Party. Ten bucks and a costume gets you in the 
door for two hours of bowling and dinner. Prizes for the 
best costumes, as always. Oct. 27, 7pm at Shoreline’s 
Spin Alley; marshillchurch.org/proxy 


Missions Fest Seattle 


For the first time ever, the annual Missions Fest comes 
to Seattle. Including seminars, workshops, and even 
sessions for kids and teenagers, this free event is a 
great opportunity to learn more about international mis- 
sions work. October 6 & 7 and at Northshore Baptist 
Church; www.missionsfestseattle.org 


New Support Group 


New groups for substance abuse (drugs or alcohol) 
and anger abuse are starting this month, Thursdays at 
7 pm. Email care@marshillchurch.org for details. 


MHC | The Next Generation 


Train, teach, serve, and love the youngest people at 
Mars Hill. Join Children’s Ministry and come to one 
of these upcoming training sessions: Ballard (10/8 
at 11 am), Shoreline (10/15 at 1:30 pm), and West 
Seattle (10/24 at 12:30pm - in the 35th Avenue 
building, not Chief Sealth). 

kids@marshillchurch.org 





CHURCH FINANCIAL INFORMATION/WEEKLY GIVING TRENDS 


GIVING TRENDS 






































Date Budget Giving # of Givers Attendance (July 1, 2006-August 13, 2006) 
Aug 13 $125,000 $150,630 429 4169 

Total Given $1,370,301 
Aug 20 $125,000 $114,170 506 4180 Households 1841 
Aug 27 $125,000 | $105,460 454 4071 Average Giving $271/month 

per household 

Sep 3 $130,000 $114,840 409 3607 
Sep 10 $130,000 $125,461 500 4388 EXPAND CAMPAIGN 
Sep 17 $130,000 $93,217 393 4405 Due to a growing church body 








MONTHLY BUDGET VS. ACTUAL GIVING 





and limitations with meeting 
space, Mars Hill is pursuing 
various expansion strategies. 





$700,000 


$600,000 


Renovation in West Seattle, 
developing programs in 




















Shoreline, and various building 








projects in Ballard require capital 





$500,000 











$400,000 














$300,000 




















$200,000 








funding above and beyond our 
normal operations budget. Check 
out www.marshillchurch.org for 
the latest updates about these 
and other expansion projects. 






































December January February March April May 


June July Aug 





E Monthly Budget $400,000 $500,000 $400,000 $400,000 $500,000 $400,000 


$400,000 $625,000 $625,000 








Actual Glven $571,587 $422,613 $472,580 $472,839 $558,040 $437,504 
































$533,836 $540,548 $540,548 

















*These are budgeted giving numbers. They don’t represent actual surplus or deficit. 





Money at Mars Hill 


What do we believe about our stuff? 

Very simply, everything we have comes from God. Our 
money is a blessing and a tool we use to worship Him by giving 
to the church (to further the Gospel in Seattle), providing for our 
families and enjoying God and the grace that He gives us. You 
may have a lot and you may have a little, but the real question is: 
are you worshipping God with your stuff and do the first fruits of 
your checkbook reveal that? 


How much should | give? 

The Bible says that giving is for Christians and should be di- 
rected first to your local church. The bible does not say how much 
you should give but rather seeks to deal with the heart behind 
your giving. 2nd Corinthians 8 and 9 say that our giving should 
be cheerful, regular, sacrificial and generous. The Bible does not 
prescribe a percentage; through prayer we must seek to have a 
clear conscience in regards to our giving. Jesus says, “For where 
your treasure is, there your heart will be also” (Mt 6:21). 


Who should give? 

Christians should give faithfully to their local church. If 
you are not a Christian, don’t give—seek to deal with the larger 
issue: your sin and Jesus’ forgiveness of that sin. We are not 
concerned about the amount people give but about the number 





of people who are giving. God is building His kingdom through 
the church, and He asks that all believers share in this joyous 
responsibility. This mission is bigger than just a few of us and 
takes everyone's effort and faithfulness; no matter if you are 
a college student who can give only 10 bucks a month or a 
millionaire who can give thousands. 


How Can | Give At Mars Hill? 


e By check or cash placed in the offering basket during service 


By check or cash placed In the triangular kiosks located in the 
foyers 


By mailing a check to the church office (contact the office if you 
would like some self addressed envelopes). 


Online contributions can be given via debit or credit card at 
www.marshillchurch.org. 

Automatic Payments (ACH) can also be set up - email giving@ 
marshillchurch.org 


Donation of stock 
Sincerely, Pastor Jamie Munson 


Questions, Comments, or Concerns, 
e-mail: giving@marshillchurch.org 
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Come hear Dr. Martin Abegg, 
Co-Director of the Dead Sea Scroll Institute 
at Trinity Western University, tell the amazing 
story of the Dead Sea Scrolls. 


October 20, 7pm Ballard Campus 


R RESURGENCE 


See the Scrolls for yourself: Pacific Science Center, 
Sept. 23 - Jan-7 www.pacsi.org/dss M MARS HILL CHURCH 





